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What if your decision to multitask behind the 
wheel resulted in a crash that took someone 
else's life? It’s a sobering thought and, sadly, 
many people are willing to take this risk every 
day. But what would happen if we all chose to 
treat other motorists, pedestrians, cyclists, and 
roadway workers with more respect? 


NJDOT is asking people to think about these very 
questions in a new public awareness program 
aimed at addressing dangerous driving behaviors 
and palaces roadway safety. Two messaging 
concepts—What If and Respect—are running 
throughout the state on billboards, radio, social 
media, and digital platforms. 
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is you speeding 
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The concepts are designed to be eye-catching 
and impactful, to make an emotional connection, 
and remind everyone that unsafe driving isn’t just 
risky—it’s personal. One moment of distraction, 
like glancing at a phone, could mean the 
difference between life and death for someone’s 
parent, child, friend, or even one of us. 


The value we place on multitasking, our impulse 
to read a text immediately, and the expectation of 
pening a response instantly — these things have 

ecome almost ingrained in our culture, and we’re 
seeing the devastating consequences of that 
mindset on our roadways. 


But here’s the thing — it’s not just about everyone 
else. It's about all of us, too, and we need 

your help to really make an impact. As NJDOT 
employees, we have a unique opportunity to lead 
by example. Let’s show everyone that roadway 
safety isn’t just something we talk about — it’s 
something we live every day. 


Loved the presentations - songs, dances, food, information shared for culture 
and engineering innovations. Congratulations to the Hispanic Heritage 
Committee 


Continued on page 2 


Big changes start with small actions, so here are 
two small things you can do today to start making 
our roadways safer for everyone. 


Break one habit: 

Commit to breaking at least one unsafe driving 
habit this week. Start small if you need to — 
maybe it's putting your phone in the glove 
compartment before you start driving or giving 
yourself a few extra minutes to get where you're 


going. 


Be a model driver: 

If you've spent any time around young kids, you 
know they're always watching and rarely miss a 
trick. If we want the younger generation to drive 
safely when it’s their turn to get behind the wheel, 
we should model that behavior for them now. 
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the last thing she sees 
is you rushing 
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the last thing they see is 
you distracted 


STOP FOR CROSSWALKS 


JerseyDriversRespect.com 


Let's all do our part to make roadway safety a 
shared responsibility and break our bad habits 
behind the wheel, not just as NIDOT employees, 
but as members of the larger community who want 
safer roads for everyone. 


Lives are on the line. So, lets keep our eyes on 
the road. 


For more information on NJDOT’s new public 
awareness e visit the following links: 
.Driv EN and 
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Are you interested in hearing Commissioner Fran 
O’Connor’s safety message? 


You can catch his message on these platforms: 
e New Jersey 101.5 with Eric Scott 


e On 12 iHeart Radio Stations throughout New Jersey, 
New York and Pennsylvania 


e Townsquare a News/Sports/Talk Streaming Digital Radio 
| WSKQ-FM 97.9 Mega Tropical 

|. WPAT 93.1 AMOR #1 Hits New York 

e New York WAXQ 104.3 Classic Rock 

e Philadelphia WMMR 93.3 Everything That Rocks 


Follow us on social media 
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Torin Gubbenet 

these posts are very important, i do 
roadside work every day. (not for 
DOT) 
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Communications Director: 
Jim Barry 
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Steve Schapiro 
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Nick Whartenby 
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Howard Gensler, 
Mariah Kondash, 
Nick Whartenby 


For news and story ideas, contact us at: 
elizabeth. galamba@dot. nj.gov 
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Touchpoints are important, both formal and organic. Be intentional 
with your time, which includes making time for your team in many 
different settings. 


Chris Feinthel NJDGT 


Assistant Commissioner of Operations 


Years of Service: 9 


First Position at NJDOT: 
Assistant Division Director - 
Central Region Operations 


Operations is tasked with being excellent in three areas, ` 
emergency response, customer service, and responsibly handling 
our portion of NJDOT's Capital Program. I tell staff often, 
everything we do should be traced back to one of these three 
broad stroke areas. If you aren't working on the big three, you are 
probably wasting your time. 


Chris 


says it’s... TAYLOR HAM 


President Truman, who was Leaders oe by 
thrusted into a position he never ë ee 
expected, made bold and decisive 
decisions, and ultimately proved 
to be successful. | would love to 
hear more what it was like to learn 
on the job, handle one of the 
most stressful times in world mM 
if] 


history, and do it very well. 


The diversity - between the people 
and the scenery, and we have it all. 
And, of course, the pizza, and the 

bagels! 


Over the next few months, you will have an opportunity to get to know our 
Senior Staff in this new feature of the Transporter 


Recalling Our Day of Remembrance 


By Howard Gensler 


Each year NJDOT remembers our fallen 
colleagues and the tragic events that occurred on 
9/11. This was Commissioner Fran O’Connor’s 
first NJDOT Remembrance Ceremony, and 
fittingly he delivered the keynote address. He 
shared his experience being at an E-ZPass 
meeting in the World Trade Center when it was 
bombed in February 1993, how he made his way 
down a smoked-filled staircase, and the acts of 
heroism and bravery he witnessed that day. 
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Commissioner Fran O'Connor 


“Heroism isn't limited to those who wear 
uniforms,” he said. “It's a quality that resides in 
anyone who dedicates their time to the service of 
others.” 


That applies to the 66 fallen NJDOT employees, 
dedicated public servants, who lost their lives 
while doing their jobs building and maintaining our 
transportation infrastructure in New Jersey, the 
Commissioner said as he honored them. 


Just two years ago, the number of names on 
the Employee Memorial was 36. In the past two 
years, 30 names have been added because of 
the work of NJDOT’s Research Librarian Eric 
Schwarz. 


In early 2023 while performing archival 
digitalization, Eric discovered the names of five 
State Highway Department (a predecessor to the 
NJDOT) employees who were killed in the 1940s, 
while working on New Jersey’s roadways. Using 
a range of materials, including The Highway, 

an employee newsletter published between 

1942 and 1950; resources from the New Jersey 
State Library newspaper database; and draft 
registration cards from military records, Eric 

was able to piece together the lives and tragic 
deaths of the five men who sacrificed their lives in 
service to our state. Their stories were presented 


at NJDOT’s September Remembrance Ceremony 
on September 11, 2023, and their names were 
added to the Employee Memorial to forever be 
memorialized. 


“Every time a DOT employee works on a road, 
bridge, or an outdoor project for construction, 
maintenance, or responding to an emergency 
or weather event; that person puts their life on 
the line,” Eric said in the 2023 Remembrance 
Ceremony Keynote speech. 


“This memorial wall and this annual service 
recognize those who gave their lives and never 
came home to their families.” 


Eric continued his archival research, working 
during his personal time, and found additional 
names to be considered for memorialization. After 
careful review by NJDOT’s Employee Memorial 
Committee, 25 additional names were added to 
the Memorial this September on plaques designed 
by retirees John Spedding and John Stults who 
serve on the committee. 


“This research is as comprehensive as possible, 
but there may be other names that could be found 
with additional research,” Eric said at the 

2024 ceremony. 


9 Pat Kealey 


What a beautiful day to gather in Remembrance. Although | was unable to attend 
this year, | was there in thought. Remembering the sacrifices made by those who 
served in assisting & trying to save others. 

NJDOT. JK#7133. Never Forget 9/11 
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Proud for all participating 
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Former Commissioner Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti presents Eric with 
a plaque recognizing his efforts in 2023 


Continued on page 5 


"This doesn't detract from our recognition of these 
25 men. We now honor them for making the 
ultimate sacri ice while on the job to build, 
maintain, and operate New Jersey's roads and 
bridges.” 


The 30 names that have been added to the 
memorial bring the total number of employees 
killed on New Jersey roadways to 66. While it is 
disheartening to see more names added to the 
memorial, Eric’s work is chance to honor those 
who have given their lives, while working on New 
Jersey's roadways. More importantly, it serves as 
a reminder to increase public awareness of work 
zone safety and to always implement work zone 
safety standards and practices. Deservedly, Eric 
received the Special Libraries Association 2024 
Innovation Award. 


“On behalf of NJDOT’s Employee Memorial 
Committee, | would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who played a role in making this year’s 
Annual Remembrance Ceremony, a very moving 
and memorable tribute to our fallen colleagues, 
the victims of 9/11 and their families, our Military 
and Emergency Responders, and our co-workers 
who passed away since last year’s ceremony,” 
Remembrance Ceremony Coordinator Meg 
Frampton said. “Thanks to the efforts of Eric 
Schwarz, our Librarian, we have added 30 names 
to our Memorial Wall gs = sa 

of Remembrance of == nae. 
employees who lost s 
their lives while 
working for the State 
Highway Department = 
that we will continue to == 
honor and remember.” = 


NJDOT’s 
Remembrance 
Ceremony began in 
2000 when the 
Employee Memorial 
was dedicated. Librarian Eric Schwarz 
Following the September 11 Attacks on the 
World Trade Center and United States Pentagon 
in 2001, the Remembrance Ceremony expanded 
to pay tribute to the 9/11 victims and their families. 
A memorial plaque was placed on one of our 
fountains as a tribute to the employees who 
perished on 9/11 from NJDOT'’s sister agency, the 
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
(PANYNJ). Additionally, 2001 marked the irst time 
the Department began to honor employees who 
served (or continue to serve) in the Military and/or 
as emergency responders in their respective 
communities. 


“On a Monday afternoon, | wanted to get away 
from my desk. | decided to walk around the 
Employee Memorial. One of my favorite things is 
the World Trade Center beam. | stood in front of it 
and had a few tears. Time does not change this,” 
Alternative Project Delivery Executive Assistant 
Caroline Carmody said. — 
“This site is very unique — 
and special. It is very 
historical. | was thinking 
about the Transportation 
Museum in London that 
I have visited. They 
have many interesting 
things to see, but they 
do not have a beautiful 
memorial like this. 

Our memorial and our 
ceremony are things 

we should be extremely 
proud of.” 


Georgia Gile Soliwoda 
Wish | could have made it, love to those who sacrificed for all and prayers for their 
family 
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2023 


Arthur Reinhardt 
October 20, 1943 


Walter Eckert 
January 1, 1947 


William T.A. Kays 
August 16, 1948 


Jeremiah O’Brien 
April 26, 1948 


Joseph G. Platt 
March 1, 1949 


2024 


Harry N. Becker 
May 24, 1922 


Joseph Scolaro 
April 18, 1931 


David Handler 
May 29, 1932 


Philip D. Gummere 
June 19, 1940 


Luther C. Leonard 
June 19, 1940 


Arthur A. Tildesley 
February 27, 1942 


Byron Broadwater 
June 27, 1933 


Edward T. McGuire 
March 2, 1934 


J. Harry Balaam 
April 4, 1934 


Irvin A. Corey 
September 30, 1936 


Louis Zanni 
June 21, 1937 


Bernard F. Feeney 
March 14, 1938 


Joseph B. Wille, Sr. 
April 27, 1938 


George P. Busche 
October 1, 1939 


Michael Valenti 
January 8, 1940 


Michael H. Boss 
June 10, 1948 


William M. Barnett 
October 18, 1950 


Hugh J. Cromie 
April 16, 1951 


Ramon J. Hildebrant 
April 17, 1951 


Charles L. Herbert 
August 12, 1957 


Santo F. Lauro, Jr. 
July 31, 1958 


William E. Higginson 
April 16, 1959 


Otis F. Megill 
June 13, 1962 


Christian Mortensen 
October 23, 1964 


Charles H. Whitley 


April 30, 1965 
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October brings all the things we love about 
fall: hot apple cider (with a farm fresh donut, 

of course!), changing leaves, fall festivals and 
parades, pumpkin patches and haunted houses; 
all the things we dread about winter: blustery 
and biting weather, seasonal depression, short 
days and long nights; and marks the start of 
peak mating season for white-tailed deer in New 
Jersey. 


Whether you're a Safety Service Patrol driver 
dispatched to help a motorist or you're an 
Operations maintenance crew responding to an 
emergency, whether you're a Capital Program 
Management engineer traveling to a construction 
site or you're driving your daily commute home; 
it is imponan to be extra vigilant on roadways 
this fall as the annual rut season for deer gets 
underway and daylight is limited during peak 
commuting hours. 


From now until mid-December, deer are more 
likely to suddenly enter roadways as bucks 
pursue does, increasing the risk for drivers to stop 
suddenly or be involved in collisions. In 2023, 
NJDOT crews removed 5,770 deer carcasses 
from Interstate and State highways! 


Awareness to the presence of deer will become 
even more important now that daylight saving 
time has ended. This means that many commutes 
will align with the time when deer are most active, 
and lighting conditions may be the most difficult 
for driving. Reduced lighting as well as sun glare 
can make it very difficult for drivers to see deer 
that are about to cross the road. 


These tips can help you stay safe during peak 
periods of deer mating season: 


° Slow down if you see a deer and then watch 
for sudden movement. If the deer is in the 
road and doesn’t move, wait for the deer to 
cross and the road is clear. Do not try to drive 
around the deer. 


e Watch for “Deer Crossing” signs. Drive slower 
when traveling through areas known to have a 
high concentration of deer so there is enough 
time to stop, if necessary. 


° Use high beams during dark periods if there 
is no oncoming traffic or vehicles ahead. High 
beams will be reflected by the eyes of deer on 
or near roads. 


e If you see one deer, assume that others may 
be in the area. 


e Don't tailgate. The driver ahead might have to 
stop suddenly to avoid colliding with a deer. 


° Always wear a seatbelt, as required N law. 
Drive at a safe and sensible speed, fo owing 
the speed limit, factoring for weather, available 
lighting, traffic, curves and other road 
conditions. 


° Do not swerve to avoid impact if a collision 
appears inevitable; a deer may counter- 
maneuver suddenly. Brake appropriately and 
stay in your lane. Collisions are more likely to 
become fatal when a driver swerves to avoid a 
deer and instead collides with oncoming traffic 
or a fixed structure along the road. 


° Report any deer-vehicle collision to a local law 
enforcement agency immediately. 


° Obey the state’s hands-free device law or 
refrain from using cellular devices while 
driving. 


Watch a safety message about white-tailed deer 
mating season, here: https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=Zw3PQ6QE3cc 


For general information about white-tailed deer in 


New Jersey, visit: https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/wildlife/ 
white-tailed-deer/ 


For information about white-tailed deer seasons 
and regulations, visit: https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/ 


hunting/deer-seasons-and-regulations/ 


JACK FREIDENRICH 
H 
ÅND OPERATIONS BUILDING 


50 Years of Service 
John E. Harder 


45 Years of Service 
Brenda Gonzales Michelle Jones 
John D. Patricco Fred A. Harker 


40 Years of Service 
Richard I. Loveless Charles C. Craddock Larry D. Cotton 
Teresa L. Manna Bruce E. Young Barbara DeLucia 
Gary Zayas James A. Romer William E. Neu 
Jayantkuma Khetani Milind B. Kasbekar Patrick G. Donlon 
Edward J. Darcy Valerie D. Brown George Pinaha 


Charles M. Parizeau 


L 


Tesha M. Goodson 
Richard G. Rufe 
Susan M. Weber 


Andreas Kyriacou 


35 Years of Service 


Dawn M. Turner 
Mujahid A. Khan 
Daniel A. Stevens 


Brian E. Smith 
Charles A. Henry 
Edward Pretko 


Leonardus J. Remmig 


HITIIIIIIII 
30 Years of Service 
Anthony R. Yuppa Craig G. Sowell 
James D. Menkes Mario Bellusci 
25 Years of Service 
Patsy S. Cooper Rochelle L. Thomas Krzysztof Zajac 
Pinakin B. Tank Marilyn Rahman Marilyn Preston 
Gary Vetro Wahida Yousoufzai Paul Shelly 


Pankajkuma P. Shah 
Hemantlal V. Padalia 
Nirmin A. Nasef 
Robert R. Klinger 
4 Tameka L. Jackson 
Niculina Chivulescu 
Khalid M. Shaikh 
Walter P. Simpson 
Joseph Nasatka 
Anthony L. Manley 
Alfred T. Forster 
Richard F. Grimsley 
Homer D. Bishop 
Scott A. Ainsley 


Simon O. Nwachukwu 


Sandra Blick 
Jaime M. Oplinger 
Michael R. Large 
Syed A. Kazmi 


Charles U. Isiadinso 


Dawn Williams 
Stefanie A. Potapa 
Francis Rockino 
Ahmad A. Najem 
Russell H. Kershaw 
Thomas M. Dixon 
Gerard T. Carroll 
Anthony P. Biasi 


Dharmesh R. Patel 
Henry H. Nguyen 
Todd S. Kropilak 
Travis S. Johnson 

Asma Hussain 
Jackie D. Sweat 

Steven Steinmetz 
Michael S. Ritchie 
James J. Motley 
Robert M. ladanza 
Charles F. Dankel 

Lashawn Brice 
Abdul K. Ali 


Michael D. Cushman Michael T. Syanovitz 
Kamalavath Rabishankar 
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Obituaries 


When Master of Ceremonies Adam Grimanis opened the 2024 NJDOT 
Employee Service Awards ceremony, he asked us to take a moment to 
remember John Bowen. John, known as the "Master NJDOT Machinist,” 
was a gifted artist whose medium was metal. He designed and 
manufactured the first set of anniversary plaques made from recycled 
bridge rails, at the request of former Commissioner Diane Gutierrez- 
Scaccetti. These plaques, which were awarded to NJDOT Service 
Anniversary Recipients, represent NJDOT's commitment to sustainability 
and maintaining resilient, long lasting transportation infrastructure. 

We thank John for his innovative and skillful work in transforming old 
materials into beautiful memorabilia. 


Unfortunately, on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, John “Mike” Michael 
Bowen, Jr. passed away. He was 63 years old. 


Born in Southampton, PA, John was a long-time resident of Morrisville, 
PA and more recently Ewing, NJ. 


Growing up, John found his passion in cars and spent many hours of his youth tinkering under hoods 
with his brother and neighborhood friends. He also enjoyed bicycling and could be observed riding 
around Morrisville and on trails throughout Bucks and Mercer counties. 


As an adult, he found happiness in spending time immersed in nature at the Penn Warner Club lakefront 
and enjoying the company of friends. As a member of the Elks, John also invested his time into serving 
the Morrisville community. 


John had a huge heart. Not only did he serve his NJDOT colleagues and his community, but John was 
also a loving son, brother, uncle and godfather. He was always ready to lend a helping hand to his family 
and enjoyed spending time with them at family gatherings. 


John is survived by his parents, John M. Bowen Sr. and Ruthanne McCabe; by his sisters and brother- 
in-law, Ruth Marie Derry and Kathleen and Chuck Bademan; by his nieces and nephews, Lisa Marie 
Derry, Ashley Bowen, Lauren and Charles E. Bademan lll; and by his godson, Sean C. Bademan. 


John will be truly missed by his friends and family, his community, and his NJDOT Colleagues, but his 
memory will live on through his passion for family, his commitment to service, and in the NJDOT Service 
Anniversary plaques. 


John’s family asks that donations in his memory are made to the Glioblastoma Foundation. 


@ kelly Taylor + january 12, 2024 
@ Glenn - January 12, 2024 _ 
aS 
There are many happy childhood memories with Michael and our 
Lost a long time friend with many great memory s. Always enjoyed a families. He was always a big, lovable teddy bear. Such a positive presence 
good cigar. "Rest in Peace Buddy..!" in this world. While earth is a little darker without you, heaven is shining 


so bright now. Rest in peace cousin. 
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Upcoming Holiday Parties 


December 10 at 10am December 16 at 10am December 19 at 9:30am 
Region South Region North Headquarters 


